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The Schurman Library specializes in the collection of source material and literature on 
American history. The library was founded in 1986 by Prof. Dr. Detlef Junker and since then 
has become its own independent branch of the Department of History's library at the 
University of Heidelberg. Thanks to the continual support of the Society to Promote the 
Schurman Library for American History, the library has been able to expand both its 
infrastructure and its resources since 1991. The Schurman Library is the only library in the 
SWB to offer the most important bibliography to American history, "America: History and Life". 
Another important index is the "National Inventory of Documentary Sources in the United 
States", which lists the resource materials in numerous national archives in the U.S.A. (For 
example, the Manuscript Division of the Library of Congress, the Presidential libraries, etc.) 
 
Over 6000 titles were added to the Schurman Library in the last eleven years. The titles 
included both new releases as well as classics of historical science. Works relating to the most 
important events in American history (the American Revolution, the Civil War, etc.), works 
relating to American foreign policy, German-American relations and social history are among 
the works collected for the library. 
 
Some of the most important works are an almost completed collection of "Foreign Relations of 
the United States" and the "papers", a collection of writings from Americans such as Benjamin 
Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, John Samuel, John Quincy Adams, Alexander Hamilton, George 
Clinton, Henry Clay, John C. Calhoun, John Marshall, Daniel Webster, Abraham Lincoln, 
Ulysses S. Grant, Carl Schurz, Woodrow Wilson, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, John Foster Dulles, etc. 
 
The Schurman Library also has various microfilms, most of them pertaining to the foreign 
policy after World War II, including the "Documents of the National Security Council", the 
"Minutes of Meetings of the National Security Council", the "Records of the Council on Foreign 
Relations", the "Confidential U.S. State Department Central Files. Germany: Foreign Affairs", 
etc. With the acquisition of the "William and Mary Quarterly", the most important magazine for 
17th and 18th century American history, the Schurman Library was able to fill a hole in 
resource material in Heidelberg. Other magazines on American history include: American 
Historical Review, Diplomatic History, Foreign Affairs, The Historian, The Journal of American 
History, and the New York Review of Books. 


